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This presentation is based on forthcoming Chapter that will appear in the 2013-

2014 edition of How Ottawa Spends (McGill-Queen’s University Press). 

The chapter reviews the foundations of Canadian Housing Policy leading up to the 
Harper Years and explores how the Harper Government pursued housing and 
homeless Policy 
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Unprecedented level of federal spending  
 No government has ever spent more on housing” Federal 

Housing Minister 2008 
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Spending Initiatives 
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Conclusions 
• Highest level of spending, but policy driven? 

• Largely situational – accidental happenstance 

• Context (rather than ideology or campaign promises) 

appears to have driven federal housing policy in Canada  

• Minimal expenditure – so don’t rock the boat 

• Managed downside political risk 

• Political expediency, pragmatic and strategic  

• But devoid of a clear housing agenda, but Federal 

spending has been key driver of PT actions 
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