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Looking back: Two lessons 
from past decade (and more) 

!

Looking forward: Two 
challenges we face



Lesson 
one: 

Money 
matters
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Declining federal investments 
(housing investments as % of GDP)

Government Revenues and Expenditures 2009
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Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation



Shrinking number of federally 
subsidized homes

Cut of 133,800 
homes (21%)

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation
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Ontario affordable housing: Operating funding 

Federal $$s Ontario $$s 
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Ontario affordable housing: Capital funding 

Federal $$s Ontario $$s 
Ontario Public Accounts

$0 
$100,000,000 
$200,000,000 
$300,000,000 
$400,000,000 
$500,000,000 
$600,000,000 
$700,000,000 
$800,000,000 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 



Federal budget 2013 
!

1. $119 million per year over five years for the 
Homelessness Partnering Strategy using a “Housing 
First” approach.  

!
2. $253 million per year over five years to renew the 

Investment in Affordable Housing. 
  
3. $100 million over two years to support the construction 

of housing in Nunavut. 



FCM survey: 
73% want increased focus on ending homelessness 
71% want national housing plan 
66% want increased federal funding for homelessness 
65% want increased incentives for rental housing 
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Lesson two: 
The many 

dimensions 
of housing



Systems thinking: 
How interconnections 
in complex, dynamic 

world impact our lives 
and our health 



Bad housing makes you sick!
Homelessness: 

Increased morbidity 
Increased premature mortality

Mental health: 
Alarming rates... especially 

Clinical depression and anxiety 
Control / meaning  
Collective efficacy

Homelessness: Homelessness: 

Biological / physical: 
Chemicals, gases, pollutants 
Design (accidents) / crowdingSocio-economic: 

Affordability / energy  
Transportation / income / jobs

Contextual: 
Individual / neighbourhood deprivation 

 networks / friends / crime



Good housing good for health!
Physical and mental health: 

Better health outcomes /  
decreased health care utilization 

Community safety: 
Reduced recidivism among  
people leaving incarceration 

Affordability interventions: 
Income-based housing subsidies 

Environment / physical infrastructure:  
New housing, repairs, heating, noise,  

indoor + outdoor environmental issues, 
allergens, water + sanitation



“After 20 years of continuous decline, both inequality and 
poverty rates have increased rapidly in the past 10 years, 

now reaching levels above the OECD average.”
OECD (2008), Growing Unequal? : Income Distribution and 

Poverty in OECD Countries 



Wellesley Urban 
Health Model
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First 
challenge:

Putting 
people at 
the centre
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‘…good housing at reasonable cost is a social 
right of every citizen of this country. …[This] 
must be our objective, our obligation, and our 
goal. The legislation which I am proposing to the 
House today is an expression of the 
government’s policy, part of a broad plan, to try 
to make this right and this objective a reality’

Hon. Ron Basford, Minister of Housing 
House of Commons, 1973



Human rights: 
proud Canadian 
tradition

John Peters 
Humphreys
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International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights 

!

Article 11 
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize 
the right of everyone to an adequate standard of 
living for himself and his family, including adequate food, 
clothing and housing, and to the continuous 
improvement of living conditions. The 
States Parties will take appropriate steps 
to ensure the realization of this right... 



City of Kitchener (2010) 
Ontario Municipal Board 

Discriminatory municipal bylaw on spatial 
separation 

!
“Statutory tribunals empowered to decide questions of 
law are presumed to have the power to look beyond 
their enabling statutes in order to apply the whole law to 
a matter properly in front of them.... The presumptive 
power to look beyond the tribunal's enabling statute is 
triggered simply where a tribunal (with the authority to 
decide questions of law) is confronted with "issues... 
that arise in the course of a case properly before” it....”
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‘Governments 
don’t grant human 
rights ...people 
take them’ 
!
- Barbara Hall, Chief Commissioner,  
Ontario Human Rights Commission

Direct action

Law 
courts

Legislatures

United Nations
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Right to
 the city!



Habitat 
International 

Coalition 
www.hic-net.org 

http://www.hic-net.org
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Second 
challenge: 
Seize the 
moment
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Calgary Homeless Foundation 
!
City of Grande Prairie 
!
City of Lethbridge 
!
Homeward Trust Edmonton 
!
Medicine Hat Community Housing Society 
!
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 
!
City of Red Deer
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Step three: 
Funding, 

tools, good 
practices

Step one: 
A plan, not a 

dream 
(robust local 

plans)

Step two: 
Engage the 
provincial 

government
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Understanding forces for / against us 
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‘We are confronted with 
the fierce urgency of now’

Dr Martin Luther King Jr



Thank you!

www.wellesleyinstitute.com

http://www.wellesleyinstitute.com

